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common sense citizenship
To be a citizen of Ireland is 

something that we all value and
cherish deeply.  It is a concept

that most of us do not have to think
about very regularly however and is
something we can take quite for 
granted.  It is usually only when we 
travel abroad and the inevitable ques-
tion arises about where you are from
that we become more aware of our-
selves as Irish citizens.  We also see

the reaction that being an Irish person
evokes in people of other nationalities,
usually a very good reaction.  There is
without doubt a certain ‘grá’ for the Irish
in all corners of the world.  Being an Irish
citizen is therefore something that has a

great value and something the integrity of which, we in Fianna
Fáil must always strive to uphold.

The referendum to amend Article 9.2 of the Constitution being
proposed by the Government has a very simple and pragmatic
purpose.  It is designed to close a loophole in our citizenship law
that is open to potential abuse, and bring our laws into line with
other European states. 

Its aim is to uphold the integrity and value of Irish citizenship.
At present the Constitution of Ireland allows for an unrestricted 

right to citizenship by virtue of being born on the island of
Ireland, regardless of the citizenship of the parents or how short
a time they have been here for.  We are the only country in the
EU that gives an automatic right to citizenship to all persons 
born in the state, regardless of whether their parents are 
non-nationals.

So, why change the current situation?  Over the past number 
of years it has become increasingly evident that people with no
connection to Ireland, and even with no intention to live here
themselves, have been arranging for their child to be born in
Ireland.  

They do this, often travelling during the late stages of 
pregnancy at great risk to themselves and their unborn child, so
as to take advantage of our current law and gain Irish citizenship
for their child.  In addition to the hope that having a child with
Irish citizenship might increase the chances of the parents being
allowed to stay in Ireland, that Irish citizenship has also been
used and put forward as a reason why such parents should be
allowed stay in other EU countries.  As a result, the value and
integrity of Irish citizenship is being called into question in other
jurisdictions, and this is something that reflects on every other
Irish citizen as well.

A ‘yes’ vote on June the 11th will amend the Constitution to
allow the Oireachtas to pass the Nationality and Citizenship
(Amendment) Bill.  This Bill proposes to regulate Irish citizenship
for the children of non-national parents.  The effect of the 
legislation will be to grant Irish citizenship to the children of 
non-national parents born in Ireland where one of those parents
has been legally resident in Ireland for three of the four years
preceding the birth.  

This will ensure that Irish citizenship will be available to the 
children of those from other countries who are now part of our
community and have solid links with, and have contributed to,
Irish society.

There has been some comment that this referendum will have
an effect on the rights of people of Northern Ireland to Irish 
citizenship.  

This is simply not the case.  There will be no effect on the 
entitlement of those born in Ireland, to either British or Irish 
parents, to acquire Irish citizenship by birth.  This has also been
confirmed by the joint declaration of the Irish and British
Governments in April this year.

There is no doubt that during the next few weeks of campaigning
that those who are opposed to this referendum will try their very
best to turn it into a race debate.  Their motive for this will be to
scare us into thinking that it is a sensitive issue, one that we
shouldn’t be canvassing on.  

Their only real objective is to inflict a defeat on the
Government, and for us to be fooled into thinking this is about
race would be to play into their hands.  Irish citizenship has
never and will never be based on race – it’s based on residency
of either the individual or their family.

This referendum proposes a straightforward, common sense
measure to ensure the integrity of Irish citizenship.  Acquiring citi-
zenship too easily, such as conferral on persons with no tangible
link to the nation, is inconsistent with the spirit of Article 9.2 of
the Constitution itself, and devalues the concept of citizenship.

To be a citizen of Ireland is something we all cherish, a right our
forefathers fought hard for, and something to which anyone that
makes a significant contribution to the Irish nation should be enti-
tled.  

This is a fair and balanced proposal and members of Ógra
Fianna Fáil should not hesitate in presenting the truth and facts
about this referendum on the doorsteps over the coming weeks.

Mary Coughlan TD
Runaí Óinigh Fianna
Fáil & Minister for
Social and Family
Affairs
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Michael Moynihan TD, Ógra Cathaoirleach

This month saw Ireland at the centre
of Europe when as President of the
European Council, An Taoiseach

Bertie Ahern T.D. hosted the accession
celebrations as 10 new member states
joined the European Union.

These celebrations have caused people
to cast their minds back to before we were
members of the then European Economic
Community.  Our country has grown 
considerably in that time.  We have 
developed at a rate that no one would
have imagined possible all those 
years ago. 

It is fair to say that membership has
been good for Ireland.  We’ve changed
from a country that exported people and
imported products to a country that could
be said to export products and import 
people.  

It is hard to believe but Ógra is almost
as old as Ireland’s membership of the
European Union.  Just as a lot has 
happened in our country in that time, 
so has a lot happened in our party.

We’ve seen a number of individuals rise
through the ranks, including Ógra, and go
on to play a large part in shaping the 
modern Ireland and the modern Europe.
We’ve seen former Ógra members make
significant contributions to the develop-
ment of this country, who have helped
bring about our strong economic growth.

However, if we want to make sure that

we keep that development going, that we
can continue to rely on that economic
growth, then it is vital we invest in our
future.  The Ógra members of today will
shape the Europe of tomorrow and we
must not neglect that fact.

We now have approximately 65 young
candidates going forward for the local
elections.  

They and their peers represent our
hopes for the future.  They will help 
determine the conditions that govern this
country and that of our European partners
in the decades to come.

On top of that it is essential that we 
constantly develop, we must keep that
stream of talent into the party flowing. 

With that in mind I would urge all Ógra
members to help recruit new people into
the party as soon as the Local and
European elections are over.  The more
people involved in our organisation the
better are chances are of making an
impact in the future.

There will have been very few people
with Irish blood in their veins who when
they saw the flags of the 25 member
states of the EU flying in the Phoenix Park
on May 1st didn’t think of Robert Emmet’s
statement from the gallows in 1803.  He
said, “When my country takes her place
among the nations of the earth, then and
not 'till then, let my epitaph be written.”

Ógra Fianna Fáil has played its part in

starting to write that epitaph and if wish to
continue doing so we must continue to
have the best young people involved.

Is mise le meas,
Michael Moynihan, T.D.
Ógra Cathaoirleach.   
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Dates for the diary
Date Event Venue
Friday June 26th Ógra Summer Party The Vault Bar, Connolly Station Dublin

Friday, June 26th Final registration Date for Ógra CDC's (Ógra CDC's not
registered by this date will NOT be entitled to Nominate
Candidates or have voting rights at the next youth conference)

Sunday, Aug 29th First Annual Ógra Eamon de Valera Commemoration
West County Hotel Ennis Co. Clare

Saturday Sep 5th Launch of 2004 Fianna Fáil 3rd Level Recruitment Campaign
Venue to be confirmed

Friday Sept17th Closing Date for Entries for the 2004 de Valera Cup,
Debating and Public Speaking Competitions

Nov 19th & 20th National Youth Conference Slieve Russell Hotel Cavan

Michael Moynihan TD, Ógra
Cathaoirleach

Thanks to all those who helped put this issue of Grassroots together.  Specifically Aidan
O’Gorman, Michael Moynihan T.D, Deirdre Moran, Anthony Kelly, Emmet O’Halloran, Michael
Shovlin, Avril Power, Cathal Lee, Denis Ryan, Padraig Slyne, Minister Micheál Martin T.D,
Caitriona Meehan, Terry Reynolds, Minister Mary Coughlan T.D, Nóirín Ní Mhaoldhomhnaigh,
Colman Byrne and Foresight Communications, the Fianna Fáil Press and Research Office,
Fianna Fáil Head Office and the Ógra National Youth Committee.

The next issue of Grassroots will be published in the autumn.  We welcome all contributions 
so if you would like to have something included in the next issue please send an email to 
communications@ogra.ie

The Ógra website can also be used for articles, notices or photos.  Please send us any material
you would like added and keep watching for updates of Ógra news and events.

Jimmy Healy
Grassroots Editor
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On Saturday 1st of May the eyes of Europe and indeed the
world turned to Ireland for the ‘Day of Welcomes’ as this
country was at the centre of European Union Accession

Day celebrations.
The day began with a press conference in Dublin Castle where

the 3 Presidents of the European Union – An Taoiseach, Bertie
Ahern T.D, President of the European Council; Mr. Romano
Prodi, President of the European Commission; and Mr. Pat Cox
MEP, President of the European Parliament – welcomed the 
10 new member states.

During the press conference, An Taoiseach greeted the new
members and described why the event was such a historic
moment.  “Over the past years, you have been knocking on the
door of Europe's biggest family.  Today, we open it and in the
great Irish tradition, bid you a "céad míle fáilte" - a hundred,
thousand welcomes.”

“We feel honoured that you are joining us.  We feel pride that
the European Union has attracted, and continues to attract, 
new members.  Enlargement is a
testament to the European Union's
success.”

“Our Union will change with twenty-
five members.  That is inevitable.
But that change will be for the better.
The Union has been strengthened
and enhanced by the contributions of
each of its current members.  Ten
more members will enhance and
strengthen the Union that much
more.”

This was a theme he continued in
his remarks later that day at the flag
raising ceremony in Áras an
Uachtaráin.  “From war we have 
created peace.  From hatred we
have created respect.  From 
dictatorship and oppression we 
have created vibrant and sturdy
democracies.  From poverty we have
created prosperity.” He also looked

forward to the future success of the EU.  “We will construct 
closer partnerships, deeper union, enhanced democracy, greater
equality and even greater prosperity and well being.”

President Mary McAleese also spoke during the event describing
it as a landmark day for the people of Europe and emphasising
the part each individual states plays in the European project.
“Each member state brings to the union the unique genius and
heritage of its people – 25 fascinating faces of Europe’s rich 
history, 450 million people putting their trust in each other.”

After the various speeches, Nobel laureate Seamus Heaney
read Beacons at Bealtaine, a poem he wrote specially for the
occasion.  With the leaders of the 25 member states gathered in
the grounds of the Áras, the flags of all the member states were
raised while the RTÉ Philharmonic Choir sang the EU theme,
Beethoven’s Ode to Joy.

Although Phoenix Park was closed to the public due to security
concerns, there were other festivities going on in Dublin city 
centre.  Approximately 88,000 people visited Merrion Square

where a free European Market 
had been set up.  Stalls offered
members of the public free food
and drink from each of the 28
member states and accession
countries, and there was also face
painting, stilt walkers and clowns.

Dublin wasn’t the only part of
Ireland that celebrated the day, with
a number of other towns and cities
across Ireland hosting festivities
themed on one of the accession
countries.  Limerick launched
Riverfest 2004 to celebrate
Slovenia’s accession, while Cork
was visited by Prime Minister
Mijulas Dzurinda of the Slovak
Republic to mark its Slovakia 
celebrations.  There were also 
parties in Galway, Bray, Kilkenny,
Sligo, Waterford, Drogheda,
Killarney and Letterkenny. 

eeuu  aacccceessssiioonn  wweeeekkeenndd

President Mary McAleese with An Taoiseach, 
Bertie Ahern

An Taoiseach and President of the European Council,
Bertie Ahern, T.D. takes time out.

Áras an Uachtaráin on the Day of Welcomes

Ireland hosts EU Day of Welcomes
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caringcoalition

Enda Kenny, in wisdom and political
experience has proposed “a caring
coalition” comprising of Fine Gael,

Labour and the Green Party, as an alter-
native government to the present.  The
man whose mantra it is to “…put you first”
is willing to sacrifice anything, even the
“ideals” of Fine Gael, in his quest to
become Taoiseach.

Considering the track record of these
parties in opposition for the past number
of years, their diverse political back-
grounds, their contradictory economic and
social ideals and a Labour Party leader
who has every intention of being
Taoiseach, the question which must be
dealt with is: how could a government of
such make-up function and run the 
country as effectively and successfully 
as the present Fianna Fáil/Progressive
Democrat government?

Fine Gael, traditionally is seen as the
farmers’ party.  This is due in no small part
to their traditional support base.  The
farmers of Ireland, especially those who
support Fine Gael, must be warned of the
looming danger to their livelihoods if the
party they support commits itself to the
Green Party. 

To further his aims of becoming the next
Taoiseach, Enda Kenny has asked Fine
Gael supporters to transfer to the Greens
in the upcoming local and European 
elections.  It should be pointed out that at
a recent meeting of E.U. Agriculture 
ministers in Ireland, an agreement could
not be reached on the issue of live cattle
exports because the German Green Party
were opposed to it.  But, Fine Gael “the
Farmers’ Party”, are committed to forming
a government with a party manifestly
opposed to live cattle and sheep exports
out of this country.  

No wonder Enda Kenny was sweating
during his speech at the Fine Gael Ard
Fhéis.  The farmers of Ireland need not
worry, Fianna Fáil will not jeopardise the
agriculture industry in order to gain power.
Mr. Kenny, who was it you said you were
going to put first? 

The Labour Party must be wondering
what has happened in the past number of
years.  Indeed it must be difficult for them
to keep up.  A little history lesson then:  on
the fifth day God created the Workers’
Party, a renegade bunch of hard-core
trade unionists who would fight tirelessly

for the oppressed working classes in
Ireland…but then they fancied a change,
they jumped ship and Democratic Left
emerged.  Supposedly more radical and
more left-wing than that from whence it
came, Democratic Left became
Democratic Centre and of course there
was no where else to go only the Labour
Party.  Democratic Centre is now the 
ruling force in the Labour Party – Ireland’s
Social Democrats – and their leader is Pat
Rabbitte.  Yes, the same Pat Rabbitte that
accused Fianna Fáil of the use of election
gimics and yes the same Pat Rabbitte that
in the next breath promised the people of
Ireland the “baby bond”  Not an election
gimic of course, not from the chief disciple
of Irish politics himself. Never.

And then there was one… the Green
Party.  To quote Minister for Arts, Sport
and Tourism, John O’Donoghue T.D.
“Ireland needs the Green party like a 
lettuce needs a slug!”  How true could one
man be.  

The ideals of the Green party are to say
the least archaic.  Fianna Fáil is a party

deeply committed to 
environmental issues.  One only
needs to look at initiatives such
as the introduction of the plastic
bag levy, increased recycling
centres nationwide and a very

waste conscious Minister for the
Environment to see the good work the
government has done in this area over the
past seven years.  But not at the expense
of progress, investment, infrastructure, job
creation etc.  This friends, is the essential
difference between Fianna Fáil and the
Green party, a difference so great that WE
could not possibly form a government with
them.  Fine Gael and Labour, at the
expense of our nation’s future success
and continued prosperity are willing to do
so.  Thanks Enda, thanks Pat.

Power is what they want, and they will
risk all to achieve it – Caring Enda will let
Pat Baby-Bond have a few goes in the
Taoiseach’s Department, while Sargent
Trevor and the greens introduce the
Growing at Home of Vegetables Act.  
Who knows what might happen if this
politically-polarised concoction were to
form the next government… 

A Caring Coalition?  NO THANKS

Anthony Kelly

caring for who?

Enda Kenny and John Bruton
of Fine Gael: Can you hear a
heart beat?

Caring Coalition My Ass!
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It amazes me to read of the tactics that Pat Rabbitte has 
lowered himself to in order to frighten the Irish Public into
thinking that the proposed break-up of Aer Rianta will be a bad

thing for Irish tourism, jobs and regional prosperity. These scare
mongering tactics are typical of a party whose economic and
social ideals rarely consider those who live outside the bound-
aries of the Greater Dublin Area. 

For those of you who are not familiar with how Aer Rianta 
currently works let me explain. Aer Rianta is responsible for the
growth, development and management of Ireland’s three main
airports (Dublin, Cork and Shannon). As it stands many of the
corporate decisions that are made on behalf of Cork and
Shannon are made without considering the best interests of
these regions.

If the Minister for Transport Seamus Brennan, T.D. pushes
ahead with his visionary plans, Cork and Shannon airports will
enjoy a far greater level of autonomy. This decision must be 
welcomed because for far too long the prosperity of these air-
ports has been stifled by red-tape and unnecessary bureaucracy.

But once again Mr. Rabbitte’s short-sightedness restricts him
from realising how beneficial these new structures will be to the
people and business owners of the South and West of Ireland.

Instead he clings to a PricewaterhouseCoopers’s report that
“landed” on his desk. 

He says that Cork will collapse under the financial pressure and
Shannon will become irrelevant. Last year Leeds-Bradford Airport
(an airport that handles a fraction of the traffic that Cork or
Shannon handles) made a profit of  ¤22 million. When one looks
at the mere ¤1 million made by Cork should it come as any sur-
prise that reform is needed?

Since the deregulation of Europe’s Skies, air travel within E.U.
states has become a lot easier for young and old alike. This can
mainly be attributed to decreasing airfares and an increase in the
amount of airports available for low-cost and national airlines to
operate from.

However Aer Rianta’s corporate structure has prevented Cork
and Shannon airports from benefiting from this new revolution in
the skies. Minister Brennan’s self confessed ambition for Irish
transport is to erase the word “passenger” from the likes of Aer
Rianta and C.I.E. and replace it with the word “customer”. By
breaking up Aer Rianta into three separate companies it now
looks as if that ambition will finally be fulfilled.

Emmet O’Halloran

comment

Aer Rianta break-up essential to allow 
tourist regions to prosper

Bhailigh Baill d’Ógra a lán 
airgid do Trócaire

Irith an Ard Fheis bhailigh baill d’Ógra Fhianna
Fáil  thart ar e2,000 do Thrócaire. Ghlac cuid d’Ó-

gra páirt i dtroscadh chun airgid a fháil don
charthanas áirithe seo a oibríonn ar son forbairtí
thar lear.

Bhí baill eile le feiceáil ar fud City West ag bailiú
airgid ar son an dea-chúis seo. Thug  toscairí,
breathnóirí agus bail den Pháirtí Parlaiminteach go
flaithiúil i rith an lae ionas go mbeadh Ógra in ann
bhur aidhm a aimsiú.
Shocradh ar an aidhm seo mar pháirt den “Trócaire
Cheeky Challenge.” Chomh maith le sin shocradh
go gcanfadh Brian Cowen, Tom Kitt agus Michael
Moynihan ar stáitse beo i rith na siamsaí tar éis an
Ard Fheis.
Ach bhí brú ar bhaill d’Ógra  an t-airgead a fháil.
Mura éirigh leo bheadh ar an NYC canadh ina 
n-áiteanna. Ní raibh éinne ag iarraidh sé sin agus
ar ndóigh bhí áthas an domhan ar gach duine.
In ionad sin bhain gach éinne taitneamh as Cowen,
Kitt agus Moynihan ag canadh “The Fields of
Athenry” ós comhair slua mór.
Ba mhaith le Ógra buíochas a ghabháil le gach
éinne a thug airgead, na daoine a chabhraigh leis
an mbailiúcháin agus go háirithe Brian Cowen, Tom
Kitt agus Michael Moynihan a thairigh bhur buanna
mar spreagadh breise.

Deirdre Moran

Left: Stars in their
eyes! Ministers
Cowen and Kitt
singing for the
Órgra Cheeky
Challenge at the
2004 Ard Fheis.
Below: Lord Mayor
Royston Brady,
Fast Organiser
Pierce O`Leary and
members of Dublin
Ógra present a
cheque for ¤2004 
to Eimear O Hehir
of Trócaire
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My brief is to discuss the forthcoming local elections from
the perspective of being a young candidate. Ever the
Drama Queen, to me a local elections can be compared

to a titillating three act play. 
Act one, setting the scene:
The curtains open to a smoke filled pub (Pre Minister Micheal

Martin's master vision). A cumann meeting ratifies my candidacy
for the town council. Planning begins. I get hold of voting 
registers, maps of the town, voter registration forms, I start 
putting together a campaign team and preparing my literature.

Act two:
This is all about getting out there, meeting people in the flesh

and spreading the word about my candidacy, I haven’t had to
kiss too many babies yet thankfully. Seriously though, it is a 
privilege to be part of a vast cast of characters in my community
and getting a unique snapshot of Irish society. Throughout the
country there are over 900 other candidates and countless 
representatives of Fianna Fáil knocking on doors and asking
people to vote for our party. 

I have often met cynicism when I discuss politics but my faith in
humanity has been restored by this campaign. The majority of
people I meet are willing to listen to me and give me fair hearing.
I realise that it is a great privilege to be part of an organisation
that has done so much to shape the course of this nation. It is a 
comfort to belong to this party; I know that when I approach a
door even though I am a first time candidate I still have a solid
record behind me. 

To continue my theatrical analogy, Fianna Fáil is like the Abbey
Theatre of Irish Life. It is a national institution with a world class
reputation for quality and success. Fianna Fáil constantly 
represents Ireland with distinction, as seen recently when our
leader Bertie Ahern as president of Europe welcomed 10 new
nations to the EU family. 

We all say that we're proud to be Irish. Fianna Fáil can 
justifiably claim credit for fostering our national pride. No matter
what the outcome on June 11th, I'll always be proud to have
been a part of this experience as a Fianna Fáil candidate. It 
will stand to me in the future. It has honed my planning and 

organisational skills and given me greater awareness of the
importance of my community.

The third act in this drama will take place on June 11th. That
day, dreams will be realised or broken and we will have to 
consider what next?

In this act you need to have a vision for the future. The election
is not the end in itself, merely the first step on a long journey I
hope to take. Being elected will enable me to work for my 
community, whether it's working towards the provision of 
amenities for them (which are sadly lacking in my town), 
providing better facilities, protecting the heritage and cultural
wealth of the town or promoting it as an industrial location with
many advantages.  I will work at every forum to ensure that
Cashel becomes an even better place for my family, friends and 
I to live.  I recognise that political practicalities will always be
involved but I hope I can always stay true to my political vision
and stay true to the party.  On June 12th reality will bite and I'm
ready to bite back. 

I want to wish every success to all Fianna Fáil Candidates this
June. Our 930 local election candidates, especially my 65 
colleagues under the age of 30, surely represent a great signal
for the future health of this party. If you are from Cashel, please
remember to give me your No1 and continue your support for my
Fianna Fáil running mates in order of your preference.

Finally I want to thank my family and friends for all their help
and support, the Fianna Fáil organisation in Cashel for their 
support and all the hard working people in party headquarters
whose name we all take in vain but who do work exceptionally
hard on our behalf.

Nóirín

A young candidate’s guide to the
local elections

Candidates Dawn Prendergast Trim TC, Cormac Devlin Dun
Laoghaire County Council and Fearghal Wall Galway City
Council chat with the Taoiseach

Nóirín Ni
Mhaoldhomhnaigh
Cashel TC
Candidate Meets
the Taoiseach at
the young 
candidates launch

Nóirín Ní Mhaoldhomhnaigh is a 24 year
old school teacher who is running for Cashel
Town Council in Co. Tipperary.  Here she
recounts her experience as a young 
candidate to date.
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No Ifs and Butts
It’s been a busy few months for Minister Micheál Martin.  After
successfully bringing in the smoking ban and receiving
worldwide media attention, he has also announced a large
decrease in the number of people on hospital waiting lists.
Here he answers questions sent in by the Grassroots readers.

A lot of money has been invested in the health sector over the
past number of years. Minister do you think it has been wisely
spent and has it begun to address the problems in the health
sector, in particular the lack of beds and long waiting lists?
Jennifer Allen, Dun Laoghaire

MM: Absolutely.  I think the money has been very well invested.
There’s been a huge increase in the level of activity in the health 
service.  Funding has increased by more than 188% since 1997.
We’ve made great strides in the treatment of cancer and heart 
disease.  There is no doubt in my mind there has been a significant
increase in the quality and level of service provided.  Just to give one
statistic that really shows how far we’ve come, in 1997, 1440 were on
the cardiac surgery waiting list.  That figure is now 150.

Do you look forward to serving another department after the
proposed re-shuffle in the autumn or would you like to continue
as Health Minister until the government’s planned reforms are
implemented?
Brian Jordan, Waterford City

MM: Obviously that’s a matter for the Taoiseach to decide but I’m
very happy with my portfolio.  We’ve achieved a lot in my time here.
We have made significant progress on a large number of projects.  I
find it a very challenging and stimulating post.  But I’m happy to do
whatever the Taoiseach might have in mind for me.

Who has the Minister admired best on the opposition benches
throughout his political career?
Brian Crowley, Cork North Central

MM: I’ve admired Deputy Richard Bruton.  During my time on 
education I found him to have deeply held convictions and had
always done a lot of research, which allowed for a good debate.

How do you fancy Cork's chances in the All Ireland this year?
Marcella Monaghan, Fermanagh.

MM: Difficult.  We have a strong chance in the hurling but from their
early form it looks like Limerick, Tipperary, Waterford and others are
going to be strong.  Billy Morgan has done a lot of good work with
the football team and they could be a surprise package this year.

When does the Minister think the new, unused hospital facilities
will be made available to the public?
Claire Stewart, Dublin South

MM: Well we’ve been opening up new facilities over the last year
and staffing them.  In a number of the new facilities equipment has
to go in there before we can bring in staff.  But we’ll keep working 
at it and I hope for good progress on this matter over the next 9
months.

What kind of reaction did you get from the foreign media 
following the introduction of the smoking ban?  How did it 
compare to the reaction among the Irish press?
Michael O’Shea, Meath

MM: I was taken back by the level and scale of interest from the
international media to the smoking ban.  CNN, Sky News, Japanese
television and media from all around Europe and the world came
over.  They couldn’t believe that we were leading the way on this
issue.  But they were good humoured, good natured and it went well.
The Irish media were tougher in their analysis in advance of the ban,
highlighting certain issues relating to the implementation as you
would expect them to.  But overall I have to say I found it to be an
excellent public health debate.

The Minister is a former
Cathaoirleach of Ógra,
what does he remember
from his time in that 
position?
Catherine Whelan, Wexford

MM: It was very enjoyable.
There was always lots 
of vigorous debate.  We
had very good annual 
conferences.  I enjoyed the 
different opinions that came forward from every part of the country.
We put together a number of position documents and brought them
to the Government.  We enjoyed it and I enjoyed it immensely. 
I also thought it was a very good experience for my career.

How does the Minister think Cork will get on when it becomes
the European Capital of Culture next year?
Rachel Morrogh, Roscommon

MM: It’ll be a fantastic year.  Cork will be very well prepared.  It has
always been a very European city and has always been open to
European influence.  You could say it’s a cultural hotspot.  I hope
Ógra members from other parts of the country will use this as an
opportunity to visit the city and I expect that the Ógra conference will
be held there next year!!! 

Was the Minister encouraged by the drop in waiting times
announced recently?
Cathal Lee, Leas Cathaoirleach Ógra

MM: I was indeed.  I think we’ve made very significant progress in
recent times.  We’re on target to meet the health strategy target of
less than 3 months.  With the National Treatment Purchase Fund
we’ll make more progress over the next 12 months.

How has the Minister found his stint as Chair of the European
Council of Health Ministers?
Julie O’Donnell, Dublin South East

It’s been very exciting and challenging.  We’ve developed good links
with our European partners.  It’s been a good opportunity for the
country to link with the new accession states.  It’s been hard work,
it’s demanded extra commitment, time and energy but it has 
definitely helped broaden the mind.  One clear message that has
emerged is that practically all the other countries have their health
service problems.

Would the Minister be in favour of making it easier for students
to study medicine without having to have such a high number
of points?
Charlie McNamara, Galway

MM: Well I’d be in favour of the proposals that were developed by
the Points Commission.  Like Minister Noel Dempsey I think it might
be better if students went through a generic science degree first and
people would make choices after that.  But standards and quality
must be maintained.

Policy News
Can all units of the organisation please arrange to have policy as
an item on the agenda for their next meetings. The development
of policy is important for Ógra and members should have a say in
developing policies that effect them and their communities. I am
willing where possible to attend meetings. Please contact me at
policy@ogra.ie or on 086-3953314.

Is mise le meas
Denis Ryan
Policy Co-ordinator

Micheál Martin, TD, Minister for
Health and Children.
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