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"JUMPING THE QUEUE"
) ****%_******%***&*** v
“One of the main objections raised ageinst squatting families in Dublin is -
that they are trying to Jump the queue and obtain accomodation before other
families who are-donger on the corporation list. To understand the situation.
more clearly it is necessary to distinguish between those squatting in
corporation dwellings and those in private property,

Due to the housing emergency that now exists, an increasing number of
families are finding themselves actually home-less. In sheer desperation some
of these families, in order to obtain shelter, have moved into corporation
flats which have become vacant. It would be wrong to condemn those who are
made homeless through no fault of their own. The blame lies squarely on the
heads of the present government whose housing record is ameng the worst in
Europe. ' ;

Although the DHAC Ffully support homeless families who squat in
corporation flats, we do not encourage families to occupy corporation property.
Rather, we encourage them to occupy private property in particular those
‘houses that are duc to be demolished for ‘re-development”, such as the houses
at Pembroké Road, Ballsbridge( these houses are perfectly habitable ), or
others such as 20 Mountjoy Square, which is being Teft to rot by the infamous
"Georgian Preservationist® and "humane landlord" Ivor B. Underwood Esq, for
the purpose of getting rid of sitting tenants and.converting the property to
office accomodation. v

Families who occupy these houses are not “jumping the queue”. Apart
from solving their housing problem, they ask nothing more than being allowed
to remain there until such time as they qualify for a corporation.dwelling. :

Speaking at a DHAC meeting:recently, FroMichael Sweetman .SJ,. in refer-
ence to the Dennchy case, declareds. "What he did-ngfstrfctiy;speaking,ﬁi]]ega?
but it is not immoral™. This we believe to be true. Laws that allow and
encourage landlords to knock down .sound -heuses or- Teave them idla during a
housing emergency are immoral, and the courts - ‘and Jjudges that uphold them are
in contempt of justice. Bakskaa g ST

Throughout the city of -Dublin-there are ‘hundreds of flats and houses
lying idle (vacant possession-betng more important ond profitable than housing
families) while 10,000 fami?ies'arerhcmeléss*aForathis‘reasonwa:cal1 on all
homeless families to join the DHACand-to occupy -alt.vacant private accomedation.

We call on the government to make the building of homes for the people
a priority and”to curb speculators, to:declare a hous ing-emergency : and
requisition all vacant accomodationfor-use as family accomodation-and halt the
demolition and conversion to other uses: of scund Tiving.accomedations te:halt
“thesbuilding of office blocks by re+directing the capital-and-labour: involved
to thé building of family ‘accomodation. - iondd Lebaem e -

- 5510 o these reasonable ‘démands aré met,~Wé ééei:éuréifﬁat before long, there
would not be any queue left to jump.,
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PERCCCLCCececceeicecce NEWS FROM CORK  ))))))))))3)3)))))))

S SSIESDAY afrernoon the ISth. of Feb. the Cork Housing Action Committee ;
Beld 2 meeting in Patrick Street, Cork, to protest against the hotising shortag@
2% £he city and in particular to protest at the jailing of five of ‘their i
WEsSers who had  refused to sign bonds to be of -good behaviour. ‘They had been |
- =8=rged with taking over the City Hall on the night of January 2Ist., the ;
" @mmiwersary of the First Dail. A gyt o a f

TEE HOUSING group has held other public meetings at -this venué;quigpito
this the police have always diverted the traffic when asked to do so by a
member of the committee. On Saturday, however, they refused to do tﬁigwand

* ‘people attending the meeting were attacked several--times by pqlige_tﬁyipg to
“-FTorce a way clear for traffic. vpp el T RE Tl el SRR

IT SEEHSfclear that the police authorities in Dublin and Cork believe that
the demands of the traffic are of much more importance than the right of
freedom of assembly and th- right of sincere protest by the people.

WE WISH the Cork Housing:Aétion C6ﬁmittee'continued success in the fgt@fe. &
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On Wednesday, Feb. I9th. three homeless Dublin families moved inte ‘ap eroty
house at I46 Pembroke Road, Ballsbridge. this property was lying idle for two
- years ard 'the owner .is Mr. Paul S: itch, a well known jeweller and Yandlord.
Two'other buildings beside I46 have been practically cleared of tenants and
are due to be demolished for "re~development". o g el o
i1 . Shortly after the families moved in, Mr. Stritch arrived accompanied
by three policemep. and a bully boy of his own. He.demanded that the premises
be vacated immediately. The squatters pointed out that-they had no place else
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< to'go and offéred him a fair rent. This he refused and he later supervised the
the dismantling of the electriecal fittings, gas fittings and water pipes. He
personally smashed the pipe of the only working toilet in ‘the house, flooding
the basement in the process. When it - was pointed.out to Him that’ these actio
- left the children without water he replied that he was not responsible for
makinig any of the women pregnant.

Point 2 of the five .points of the DHAC programme-is =i "ghe introductio
of bye-laws to prohibl: the demolition and conversion to other tisés of .gound
living dccomgdation'. WE therefore support these families .im-théir struggle t
find-shelter 'for themselves. We also deplore the use -of ‘trade union labour in
r.ani attempt ‘to make the house uninhabitable by depriving theh’of 1ight,
wateritand''cooking facilities. We would ask trade union executives to issue
inctructions to their members onot to give assistance: to-evicting landlords...

i LooWe omée’dgain’ call on Dublin Corporation to declare a housing emergenc
and take over houses such as I46 Pembroke Road for the benefit of Dublin's
shomeless., e mu ARG EuE ¥ LSS
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LANDLORDS
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Toe high increase of property value in Dublin is being exploited to the full
by the landlcords and speculators. These landlords feed off the desperate need
of Dublin's ho. ~ss for accomodation. These exploiters can be divided into
Ewc groups. The first group are usually still in the process of making money
cut of temants, which gives them a steady income. The second group are more
embitious. They aquire property while keeping a sharp eye on the property
market and do not wish to be burdened with tenants as they can make more money
by selling out to foreign or nativ® developers, whichever cffers most.
Fiis Feddeded ko ‘ )

Take for example, Mr. Peter Ryan of 9, Howth Road, Dublin, who
specialises in slum property. Mr. Ryan buys property as cheaply as possible,
therefore he prefers condemned houses or houses in bad need of repair. . But,
whether these houses are condemned or not, he lets them out in flats to the
needy Dublin families at rents ranging from £I to 30/- a room and only charges
£75 key money on taking possession. Mr. Ryan uses the corporation bye-laws to
evict tenants while still holding on to the £75. Ee owns property in Usher's
Quay, St. Kevin's Avenue, Luke Street etc., and he smilingly admits to his
tenants that he is "only in this racket for the money". At week ends he can
usually be found at race meetings squandering the money he has extracted from
his tenapts but he appears early on Monday mornings doing his rounds of
exploiting, évicting and collecting his rents, with a smile.

kekddkhdkikkk

However, Mr. Ryan is small fry compared with J.S. Lister Ltd. of
Dorset Rmw, who have been bwying property quietly mostly on the North Side
of the city in Dorset Street, Richmond Street, Brunswick Street, Aughrim Street
and elsewhere. An investigation is being carried out by DHAC to find out just
how much property J.S. Lister actually own and their intentions regarding this

property. Perhaps they intend building houses for Dublin's homeless, time will
Feit ]

, - kR kkkA%k ;
A case worth mentioning is that of Mrs. Mary Nightingale, a widow, who lives
alone in a basement flat at 8, South Circular Road, Portobello, Dublin. Mrs.
Nightingale has been living in this flat for the past ten years. Her landlords
are Mr. and Mrs. 0'Malley who live in the top portion of the house(five rooms
altogether),and have four young children. The 0'Malleys insist that they want
Mrs. Nightingales Flat and have tried every method of terror in an attempt to
frighten Mrs. Nightingale into leaving. They seem reluctant to take any lepal
action which is allowed them. Mrs. 0'Malleyv who is the actual owner of the
house says that she should not be subject to having a''common tenant" in her
house as she has always been used to having a house to herself. ;
The methods used by the 0'Malleys include boring holes in the ceiling
between their accomodation and Mrs. Nightingales flat and pouring water down
at a1l times of nipht and day, jumpine on the ceiling and knocking lumps of ,
plaster down on top of Mrs. Nightingale and generally harrassing the unfortunate
woman downstairs to the point of distraction. The 0'Malleys are small landlords
at present but by using these tactics it will not be leng before they become

larger as they are following in the traditions of the more successful landlords
in Dublin.

fkdkdkkdkk _
Everyone who is familiar with the recent agitation in Dublin knows well the
name of Ivor B. Underwood of Dalkey, Cc. Dublin, a landlord. Mr. Underwood's
barrister, Mr. Rex Mackey, states that his client is‘a "very humane man".
About three yeazys ago Mr. Underwood owned a house in Capel Street. One of his
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tenants, a Mr. 0’Mahony, had his furniture confiscated by Mr. ¥nderwood
because he did not leave the pvemlgeo and live on the street. This fumniture
was the only possession of "‘:. Mq.heny and to date he has not reccfycé one
plece of his furnltuLe back, o arv compensation for same. Mr. 0'Mzhony did on
not owe any rent or aebt £o0 Underwood thatsoeer, and despite many pleas by
Mr. O'Mahony for the veturn of his ernl;,ure he has been 1cnorcd completely A
very humane man indeed is Mr, Underwood
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The Dublin Housine Action Committes soeks to rrnarlsL all the homeless p@@pl@
in Dublin intc a mass militant kody to agitete asainst the appalline housina-
situation that now exists. At nPFS“Pt there are appro y1raﬁt1y 10,000 fnm11"ﬁa
homeless in Bublin alene and the fioure is creowing daily.
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As individuals we cannot do very much to remedy this. Many families
ara at present. living in overcrowded conditions, paying ra“+ in axcess of
what their income will allow, Tiving under the throat of avictinn where thoir
landTord is seeking plannine parmission for +hf nurnose of re-development and
in some cases are acfua1?v beirg intimidated and abused by Tandlerds who find

?oy have ne further use for tonants. : : )

'Thrcua“cut Publin, - there are a biq number of familias whej; due to the
housing %artare and landlord terrcrism Tive ir misery. This is why an
orcanisatior such as the DHAC is nacessary to combat Ennd%orﬁisms protect
t@nantf!whether Tegal or i1legal) and tn acitate for the orovisior of homse
for the people of Mublin. ‘

The DHAC s a mop-political and non-sectarian cropnisation of homaless
pecple that to date has bas limited succosses in foeus ina public attention on
the housing shortane, in stopping evictiens and in “rﬁtﬁcfi?f terants from the
arrooance cf pntvom‘sf lcﬂffﬂw4s Howavers we realise that-as vet we have only

scratched the surface but, iuc igina from the response to aup rﬂroﬂt Hnmnﬂstrwtl
we believe that tho nnr“ntxPT for the futura is encrmous. -

The P§v+§o“ to the housing rﬂ“ am and to ;and‘nrﬁ1sw 11~% with the
hemeless themselves. It is up to ;na te play your part in the fiaht for social
justice. Join the DHAC and rembmbar Thn cld's aJ1nq "nity is Strenoth®, it is
by no means cut of date : :
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READERS COMMENTS ARE INVITED

If you have a point of view to express on any aspect
of tne housting situation please write to: :
THE EDITOR, DHAC, c/o 30 CAPDINER PLACE, DUBIN I.
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HOUSING AND VIOLEMCE
( Letter from Brendan Seott)

R=cently all the predictable estabiishmenrt hacks crawled from beneath their
various stenes to dencunce.the demonstrations against the imprisonment of
Bennis Dennehy. e were told that viclence had come teo the streets of Dublin
and that this viclence was directed by subversive olements with""foreign”
ideas. s : ' ‘
The craw and tub thumpers conveniently foroot that vinl-~ce has been
with us for years - their kind of violence: the violence which sucks on humarn
misery to fatten speculators hank balences. It is violence to allaw home grown
TACE speculators and foreion combines to arow fat on land and property deals
while families of five and six have tn eat, sleep and wash clothes. in cne reom.
Cne can see real viclence in forcing human beings to live in rat-infested
Senburb Street. in Corporation Place, in Irishtown. Cathy Mi hUalachain Comes
Home to rcost every day in Dublin. :

It is viclence to see £21 million pounds per acre i.e. £3,140 a sq. ft.
for office property in Grafton Stroct while Mere Roland fiddles with electoral
boundaries in the Customs House. . ' :

It is violence tc sce an Insurance Company with £582 miliion invested in
property while thousands of families cry out for a place to live.

Teday there is'no room at the inn" for the poor family. If Jeseph &
“ary settled in a Dublin stable they would be arrested for squatting. “"Caesar"
Hauchey is only interested in estalrlishing a money market in Dublin. There is
ne need for a Herod to massacre the innocents - discases of overcrowdina will
see to that. The Joe Dowlings and Oliver J's are too busy looking for the
thousands of trained Reds under their beds to see the star from the Fast rising
above the overcrowded slums of “ublin. If the wise men come they will be advised
Dy Brian "the lavatory lizard" Lenihan to leave their qifts with the customs
and keep their mouths shut while in Ireland.

7 society which roars for the preservation at all costs of the "sacred
rights" of private property is a sict society. 2 society which jails men for

finding a place for their families to live is a violent society. ! society
standing quard with bared tecth cver its own vomit is a cortemptikle society.

The foundations of Irish society - the I°I5 Proclemation and the First
Dail Programme - are sound. The Fianna Fail top-stories are crumblina - the

-woodworm of graft and the termites of speculation nave eaten into htheir
fabric. If Erstine Childers and his pals are still in the top-st-ry looking
with pleasure: at a blank television screen, when the rotton structtre crumhles
no one will weep for them. A1l that would remain then would he to clear away
the rubble and re-build on the old and strona foundations. v "
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MONEY LLE £££ LEE LLE £L£ ££7 LEE ££L £££ ££L LEE £££ £££

Funds are urgently needed. Please send all donations to ¢
g ( !

DUBLIN HOUSING ACTION COMMITTEE

e/o 30 GARDINER PLACE
DUBLIN I.




SHELTER AT LAST

4 message from the Dewnehy Family

%:%%’(-Jé:(-:bi-*J&*;&:&%éﬁ%**%**&****i&»%x*

For over three years we existed 1n terribile condltlons. Flrst we llved in a
shack and, later on, we auxfered in a: IOfr. 1ea«ﬁ caravan without water ot
toilet. : : ) v
Now, thanks te the DHAC and the strus Qle of all those sunpnftiv§v?he
housing 8g1tafidﬁ in Dublin, we have a 22ft, modern cEravan on a corpor¢tlon
site at Queen Street, Water ha aid ou by the Corporation gnd fiush
toilet Lq being installed. ' G : o .
"For the first time in yearg, we have a fixed
conditLan'aﬂd security of tenure. Three vesrs -ago
would be denied us today as well but for: th= DHAC.
are paying exorbitant rent of existing in inhuman cnnﬁ1t1
_they too wouin be helped immensely in their struggle ror.propei homes at falr
rents. In fact, if we all joined together we wouldn't have much of a houslqg
problem at all. It is only when we are LlViﬁgé and weak that the 26 CO..staée
-and the landlords can continually crush us into the ground. o ”
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On the 30*&.'ot July 1967, a young married couple and tkelL chlld, a baby-girl
of 5 months, squatted in & Corporation Flat which had been vacant for at least
four months. .The flat consisted of I room, toilet, and s<u1lery. There was not
any bedroom as such. )

Before squatting in-this flat, Mr. and Mrs. K. had been living with' Mr.
g family. They were advised to jeave however, by the local dlspensary doctor
who told them_that their baby's health was being endangered by TB,_l,gﬂuuA n;r
husband's father was suffering from this illness. For this reason. Mr. and
K. left and found accomodation elsewhere. This was a furnished flat at a’ rent
of  £4—5-0: ppr ‘week. The flat was all electric amd this added anothb7 £3-0~0 to
the weekly expenses. Mr. K. could not afford this expense as he was only takin
home £I2-0-0 wages each week. As his job was in County Dublln hc haﬁ a 1ot o?
expenses in bus fares, at least 5/- cach day. : :

They got no chance however, o seek alternative accomodation as their
landlord gave them a weeks notice to quit on the pretext of complaints from
other tenents about their beby crying at night. Mr. K. , in an effort to find
other accomodation before the week was up, rook some time off work and as a
result he lost his job.

So, at the end of that week Mr. ¥, was in the desperate ﬂosLtlon of
having no job and nc place to live. Hestayed at the back of a church for two
nights, with his wife and child, Someone told them that a one—room flat was
vacant in a2 place nearby. Mr. K. went to see this place znd, on making sure 1
was empty, he decided to move in with his wife and child. On Sunday 30th of
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Squatters Colum: .............. continued

July at T1.30 pm, the night of their wedding anniversary, they took over the

wacant flat. On the follow1no Thursday morning Mr. K. went down to the local

rent office and paid the rent for the flat which came to TI/2. Socn after he
returned to the flat a corporation official,accompanied by the cnretaxer, called
in and demanded that Mr. K. vacate the flat. Mr. K. r@pl;ed saying that as he

Bad paid a weeks rent he did not intend Leav1ng immediately but, if the Corporaticn
would provide alternative accomodaticn he would leave. The corporation official
left at that and did not return. '

As time went on Mr. K. continued to pay rent which eventually rose from
the original I1/2 to I9/II. The Corporation decided tc make Mr. K. a parcle
tenant. Thea they brought the case tc court and the judge ruled that he could
not sigm 2m eviction crder on Mr. K. because of the fact that the Corporation
were taking rent from him. So, in uepteﬂber 1968, having taken rent from Mr.XK
for IS months, they suddenly refused rent. Theyanair teock the case to court
2nc this time they succeeded in getting an eviction order. Mr. K. then went to
the Lord Mayor of Dublin, Mr. Frank Cluskey, seeking help. Mr. Cluskey gave
20 Sssurance that he would contact the allocations branch on behalf of Mr. X.
Soon afterwards Mr.X. received the f0110w1ng 1ett er from the Lord Mayor :

&AHSLON FOUSE 'L I6TH SEPTEMBER 1968
DEAR MR. KX,

Following your interview with me, I have been in
Lth the housing allocations branch of Dublin Corporation
f‘

w1
ey have informed me that you should be offered altermative
aecomodation before the eviction order takes effect.

3 MQP WAVChg

Following this Mr. K. got notice of eviction to take place on the‘ath. of
Becember. Mr. K. went to the allcocations dcpartweﬂt to see if they would give
Bi= the accomodation mentioned in the Lord Mayor's letter. He was informed
EBat he would not be given any alternative accomedation by the Corperation.
Mr. K. was again in a despuvate situaticn. However,.he’found_support
Im the form of the Dublin Housing Action Committee whom he contacted along
With others in a similar position to hAm elf. Thu on the morning of the
threatened ev1ctlcn, “Demberc and supporters of D‘nC gathered cutside the
£lats which were threatened and when the bdiliffs arrived and saw the
receptlcn awaiting they beat a hasty retreat. The K. family were able to
tenaln in their tlat Pnd no further act;nn has been taken by the Corporaticn.

{5}
®

“There are many more cases like this one-which you can read about .in - ",
Eeture issues of this bulletin. For obvious reasons we canmot reveal the. full .
mame of the family involved.

. b e A More next 1ssue
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ANOTHER B4
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, . Occupants. of £i f*een houoes in Mount Strcot recelvoc the shoca news
mid~March that their houses were tn be demclished to make way for Irelcaﬁs
largest Office Blocg thich is to be bu1tf at a cost of £2 million,

The behind the scenes dealing which went on in this case is typlcal of
the way in which the blg*;qu Irish and foreign Speculaters operate in our
pres ent soc1ety.

The Dublin Fousing Action bo“mlt*@@ has pledged itself to brotect. the
1nteresfs of the families involved and have assured them that we will use all
the means at our dwsposal to ensure that no-one is evicted against their 7111

R T T o
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On Wednesda ay night 25¢h. March a Dublin famlLy moved (with the help of
Bublin Housing Action Commlttee) into Vo 48 Mount Street which is due for
demolltlun. PreV1ously this family had been quattlng on corpfration
Property and we would. like to commend them for their decision to vacate the
flat and occupy 1natcad vacant private Property,

BUILDING SOCIETIES INCREASE INTE:EST.EATEO AGAIN ! !

hﬁVf again increased tﬁ -iﬂterest'
ock ingly hi ol figure of §%. lthat dees
5 many more r“or?. will now bo unable

_ The blood-syuckep pu1501:r
rat@ on home=Toans which is now 2
this mean tc the bcmc?&ss 2 It m;

to-afford a “u:?d?HP society 1o inevitably turp to Dublin vOPp“F1t1Oﬁ
to solve thoip hous.mr probiem. Th present QGUaTPO ?1%* u1?1 2 lengthened

and the general situation nwill dat-pip 1te.

he maior’factcw in t & *ou%ing
private sector, T main

~ many %u,sﬁvhﬁ 3001”t103‘“ut'
*nfxréa bui i~1n nousas. goc7ﬂt1 S may
¢lomme! buildi NG purposes of '
sTocks and. business or war“s generally.

is GCON?PU in rcssw g1y ¢
crisis is the ‘problem of building 1,
channel ¢ f finance in the nr"vam

not all t 1@ money invested in +”@r a
advance -money for tha nhrchcse ana
aqr1culcur1’ Tand and even wPor offic

between private housing as a
ity at i e present time of office
ms of the *uximwn <0c1“tv nanazts
Lits battle to ond the present mad

There is a conflict of interoste
social service and the superior prefitabid
block building. So the peoplie who are v?
do have a commen interest with the I DHAC
scramble in office slock building.




PUBLIM HOUSING ACTION COMMITTEE
Aims and Objects

The DUBLIN HOUSING ACTION COMMITTEE regards as homeless those individuals and
Families falling into one or more of the following categories :

(4) SPLIT FAMILIES~ father and mother and children unable to live
together.

(B) The severely overcrowded.

(C) Married couples living on property where children are not allowed.
(D) Families obliged to live with parents—in—law.

(E) Families obliged to pay rent excessive in relation to their income.
(F) FATHERLESS FAMILIES— mothers and children with no male support, e.g.
widows and deserted wives.

(G) THE STATUTORY HOMELESS, who have been taken into local authority
reception centres.

(H) Most caravan-dwelling fomilies.

(I) SQUATTING: FAMILIES who have been forced to squat om either private
or Corporation property.

EEREEEEEREE R T

IF YOU ARE HOMELESS JOIN THE DUBLIN HOUSING ACTION COMMITTEE ! !

The Dublin Housing Action Committee has pledged itself to fight for the following
I. ADEQUATE HOUSING FOR THE CITIZENS OF DUBLIM

2. FAIR BENTS FOR PROPER HOMES

3, PROTECTION FROM EVICTIOM BY UMSCRUPULOUS LANMDLORDS

4. AN EMD TO THE SCAMDAL OF EMPTY HOUSES

5. PROTECTION FOR SQUATTIMG FAMILIES

ook kR ok R o F % % ok K K o *

 k k k % k k ok k% k k k%

I wish to become a member of the DUBLIN EOUSING ACTION COMMITTEE

NAME :

ADRESS :

Mark the category of homeless to which you belong on the list above and send
this application to ; THE SECRETARY, DHAC, c/o 30 GARDINER PLACE, DUBLIN I.
' 9



