Dear Resident,
After ten years of this Government, our streets are still unsafe, our hospitals are still overcrowded, our
schools remain cramped, and our record on the environment is one of the worst in Europe.
We need a fresh start.
The values upon which I base this manifesto are the values of Fine Gael, and they have been the basic
values of this country for a century.
Respect for law and order.
A belief in a fair deal for the weakest in society,
Giving every child the best start possible in life.
Respecting the world we live in.
In this election, we have a choice. We can return to power a Government that has spent ten years
throwing our hard-earned money at problems and calling it a solution. A Government that thinks that a
new headline each week is more important than the quality of life its citizens enjoy.
Or we can start afresh. We can harness the collective wealth, ingenuity, and passion of the Irish people
and start applying practical, reforming solutions to the crises in health, education, justice, and the
environment.
Together, let’s change this government, and let’s change this society for the better.
Regards,

Protect the INNOCENT victim - not the offender
•
•
•
•
•

Deterrence is a crucial factor in the prevention of crime.
11,000 serious crimes (43 homicides) committed by people out on bail in past two years.
Let judges electronically tag people accused of serious crime while out on bail.
Fast track the State appeal process.
Introduce a new Bail Act which spells out clearly the issues which must be considered.

Introduce Sentencing Reform THE PRESUMPTION OF INNOCENCE ENDS AT CONVICTION
• Tougher and more consistent sentencing.
• Prosecution should propose appropriate sentence. Prosecution speaks for the people, let
the people be heard.
• Oireachtas should set sentencing tariffs, and if a judge departs from the guidelines (s)he must
explain why. This way the judges’ independence is maintained but greater transparency
and accountability are introduced.
• End automatic remission of 25% for serious crimes. Remission must be earned through
good behaviour and participation in rehabilitation/educational programmes.

This Government has been ‘dealing’ with crime and the effects of crime since
1997. Here are a number of measures showing how a new Government would
‘deal’ with crime successfully.

Put more Gardai on the STREET and in our COMMUNITIES

• We need more Gardaí on the ground where they are needed. Fine Gael and their partners in
an alternative Government propose expanding the force to 15,000 members.
• Speed up the pace of reform within An Garda Síochána.
• The creation of a new Independent Garda Authority.
• Enhanced community policing, and a wide-ranging civilianisation programme.

A SYSTEM IN PERMANENT CRISIS

“ONLY A GOVERNMENT THAT HAS GONE MAD WOULD SHUT THE COUNTRY’S BEST HOSPITAL.
IT’S TIME FOR COMMON SENSE. IT’S TIME FOR A CHANGE.”

CO2 EMMISSIONS

Supporting an Active retirement

So, why politics, Lucinda?
Politics influences every aspect of our
lives. It is too easy to shrug your
shoulders and say "all politicians are the
same". I believe that we deserve
delivery of the highest quality services
in health, education, transport and
policing. I want to actively fight and
campaign for improvements in Irish
society.
Politics, I believe, is an
instrument to achieve good things. If
you don’t take responsibility for the
things you believe in, nobody else will.

Are there any specific qualities you
think a politician needs?
A politician must have a clear
conscience. He or she requires the
qualities of honesty and integrity more
than anything.
If a politician is
motivated by doing their best for the
people they represent, it’s a good start.
Leadership is a quality sorely lacking in
the politicians of today. A willingness to
speak your mind with courage and
conviction, even when the view
espoused may be unpopular, shows the
leadership that is necessary in politics.

And what issues would you like to
lead on?
Having
experienced
the
grave
shortcomings of our hospital system
myself in recent years with my own
parents, I am determined to be part of a
Government which will cut hospital
waiting lists and deliver a first class,
equitable health service that befits a
successful, wealthy nation like Ireland.

Like a lot of people of your age,
you’ve travelled quite a bit. Is there
anything you think we in Dublin can
learn from elsewhere?
Fifteen years ago, you were taking your life
in your hands if you walked through Central
Park in New York. Today it’s a safe, secure
amenity that’s enjoyed by everyone in
Manhattan. By adopting common sense
measures in Dublin like those they used
there, we could make this city a safer, more
attractive
place
to
live.

What’s the biggest issue specific to
Dublin South East?
Development, development and more
development! We have less green space
than any other area in the city, yet the
planners seem to want to build on every
inch of it. I would like to influence a change
in planning laws in this country. Dublin
South East has been under siege by
developers who have undue influence over
the planning system. Development must
be sustainable and residents must be
allowed
have
a
meaningful
input
in
the
system.

Finally, Lucinda, if I had a vote in
Dublin South East, why should I give
it to you?
Because in five years time, I’m not going to
let you be able to look me in the eye and
say I wasn’t worth it. Because I will work as
hard as I can to fix the problems I want to
see fixed. And because I’m asking you to
give me a chance. I can’t be more honest
than that, really.
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